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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The Twenty-sixth Inaugural Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, 13th October, at 7.30 p.m.,at the Royal Society of 
Medicine, 1, Wimpole Street, W., through the kindness of 
of Sir John J. W. MacAlister. 

Light refreshments will be provided, and an opportunity 
will be provided for examining the Library, certain features of 
which are quite unique. 

The Chair will be occupied by Mr. B. M. Allen, Deputy 
Education Officer of the London County Council, and Mr. 
Frank Pacy, Honorary Secretary to the Library Association, 
has kindly acceded to the request of the Council of the Library 
Assistants’ Association to repeat the Address delivered by him 
at the Norwich Conference, on The New Opportunity.” It 
is hoped that there will be a large attendance at this meeting. 


NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 


The ANNUAL MEETING will be held in the John Rylands 
Library, Manchester, on Friday, 8th October, 1920, by the 
kind permission of Henry Guppy, Esq., M.A. 

A large attendance of members is desired for this meeting, as questions of 
much importance relating to the future policy of the Association will be dis- 


cussed, and Arthur J. Hawkes, Esq., will read a paper on ‘‘ The Library of 
Congress Book Classification."’ 

Members are asked to assemble at the Library at 3 p.m., when they will 
be conducted over the building. A meeting of the Council will take place at 
5.15 p.m. The General Meeting will commence at 6 p.m. Tea may be 
obtained at a moderate charge. Members and their friends who intend to be 
present are requested to notify me not later than Saturday, 2nd October, 1920. 


REGINALD G. WILLIAMS, 
Central Lending Library, Hon. Secretary. 
Bolton. 


The Winter’s Work.— With the issue of the present number 
of The Library Assistant the Association enters upon the twenty- 
sixth year of its work, which, it is confidently hoped, will surpass 
all others in usefulness and interest. As will be seen from the 
announcements elsewhere, an attempt is being made to revert to 
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the form of meeting that was so popular in pre-war days. Topical 
subjects are to be discussed, and opportunities are to be afforded 
for examining typical libraries in and around London. We 
express the cordial hope that members will do their best to make 
the new session’s work a success, and to further the work of the 
Association by every means within their power. 


The Honorary Assistant Editorship.—The L.A.A. having 
been always fortunate in securing the best possible voluntary 
workers, we were sure that our recent appeal for assistance would 
not be in vain. We now wish to place on record our thanks to 
those members who responded to the appeal for an assistant 
honorary editor. In view of the economies likely to be effected 
both in time and money by having the work carried on from the 
place of publication, we have accepted the offer of Miss E. G. 
Hayler, of the Croydon Public Libraries, to undertake the work. 


The School of Librarianship.—The second Session of the 
School of Librarianship’s work commences at University 
College, London, on Monday, 4th October, and we bave already 
heard of several of our members who are entering as first-year 
whole-time students. We should like, therefore, to avail our- 
selves of this opportunity of wishing the whole of the students 
and staff of the School a very successful and profitable year’s 
work. 


Library Association Preliminary Test.—\Ve understand 
that the next Preliminary Test will be held in December and not 
in October as usual. 


TheL.A.A. Library.—This is an opportune moment for draw- 
ing the attention of members to the Association’s valuable Library 
of professional textbooks and other printed material. By the kind- 
ness of Mr. W. J. Harris, the Library is housed at the Central 
Library, Holloway Road, Islington, N.7. The Honorary 
Librarian is Mrs. Hazard, to whom applications for books should 
be addressed. The only condition imposed is that borrowers 
shall pay the cost of carriage to and fro of all books borrowed. 


Rural Libraries.—The extreme and growing importance of 
Rural Library work is shown by the fact that the Carnegie 
United Kingdom Trust has organised a Rural Library Con- 
ference for November 2nd and 3rd, at the College of Preceptors, 
Bloomsbury Square, London, W.C.1. Matters of great impor- 
tance will doubtless be discussed, and those of our members who 
are interested in this phase of library administration will be well 
advised to attend. Intimation should be sent to the Secretary, 


























71 


Carnegie U.K. Trust, East Port, Dunfermline, not later than 
10th October. 


Subscriptions.— Members are reminded that in accordance 
with the Resolution passed at the last Annual Meeting, revised 
rates of subscription come into force on Ist October. These are 
as follows: Fellows, twelve shillings per annum; Members, 
eight shillings; Associates (assistants of 18 and under), four 
shillings. For some of the branches special arrangements have 
been made with a view to securing a uniform financial year 
throughout the Association; Lranch members will doubtless 
receive particulars of these arrangements from the local Treas- 
urers. With this issue, subscribers to the journal wil! receive 
a form of subscription intimating an increase in the annual 
subscription from four shillings to eight shillings. These 
increases are certainly regrettable, but we think that the necessity 
for them wili be apparent to all members and subscribers, and 
that the Association will not suffer in any way as a consequence. 
Prompt payment of all subscriptions will greatly facilitate the 
work of Mr. J. F. Hogg, the Honorary Treasurer, whose address 
is Central Library, Lavender Hill, S.W.11. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


Through the kind offices of Mr. E. Green, F.L.A., city librarian, an 
excursion was made to St. Albans on Wednesday, 15th September, when some 
fifty members took part in an outing which proved a most interesting and 
instructive one, the weather notwithstanding 

A visit was first paid to the Public Libréry, an excellently planned and 
appointed institution Comprising all the usual departm 


nts, and administered 
by the most modern methods 


The party was then conducted to the ancient Abbey by Mr. Green, and 
was received by the Rev. D. H. Evans, M.A., who kindly, and in a most 
pleasing and joving manner pointed out the objects of chief interest and 
beauty, and outlined ihe history of the Abbey and the ancient city 


Returning to the Library, tea was served in the Reference Library by 
the generosity of the Mayor, Mr. Alderman Green, J.P., assisted by members 


of the Library Cominiti On behalf of the Association, Mr. Thorne 
proposed a vote of thanks to the Mayor for his hospitality, to the Library 
Committee for permission to meet in the Library, to the Rev. D. H. Evans 


for conducting the party round the Abbey in such an enthusiastic manner, 
and to Mr. Green and bis staff for their large contribution to the afternoon's 
enjoyment. The motion was seconded by Mr. G. P. Jones, B.A., and 
carried unanimously The Mayor replied in a few well-chosen words, 
laying special stress on the importance which he attached to our work of 
disseminating the best literature among the people, and encouraging young 
people and students to higher things. 
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The weather having cleared somewhat, Mr Green conducted the party 
by a pleasant route to the ancient church of St. Michael, which was especially 
interesting to us as being the burial place of that great statesmen and 
philosopher, Sir Francis Bacon. The clerk briefly outlined the history of 
the church and afforded us an opportunity of examining the beautiful tomb 
and monument of Bacon. 

This concluded a programme which, although somewhat curtailed by 
reason of the weather, was thoroughly enjoyed by all, and proved to be 
one of the most instructive meetings that the Association has had for many 
years. 


WILLIAMS, R.G. A Manual of Book Selection: for the librarian 
and book-lover. 132 pp. 10}in. by 7#in. 1920. (Grafton). 
10s. 6d. net. 


Author is chief assistant librarian, Bolton. This manual, which is 
intended to meet a long-felt need, ‘‘ is written to encourage the selection of 
books to be made by principles, and to aid students who enter the Professional 
Examination of the Library Association in Section 2, Bibliography and Book 
Selection.’’—Preface. A short chapter on principles is followed by one on 
general guides, including a ‘‘course of study as an introduction to book 
selection,’’ a ‘‘ Select [annotated] list of general guides to literature,’’ anda 
‘* Select list of periodicals important as guides to current literature."' The 
next five chapters deal with the selection of books in the various branches of 
knowledge and of prose fiction. 

In connection with the latter, Mr. Williams suggests a division into 
A, Classical Fiction; B, First Grade Fiction ; and C, Second Grade Fiction. 
The idea is excellent, but who is to do the grading? Certainly no two 
librarians will be in perfect agreement on the matter. For example, Mr. 
Williams regards Beatrice Harraden as classic, ‘‘ Baroness Orczy,'’ as first 
grade, and such people as Arnold Bennett, E. F. Benson and J. D. Beresford 
as second grade. Personally, we find ourselves in entire disagreement with 
his grading, as he no doubt would find himself in equal disagreement with 
ours. The idea, however, is good. 

Other chapters deal with music, withdrawals and replacements, unfinished 
publications, local collections, annotation, reference book selection, the 
selection of foreign literature, and reading courses, 

There are also three useful appendices, comprising fifty questions on book 
selection set at Library Association Examinations, some notes on paper- 
making, and a list of sequels and continuation works. 

On the whole Mr. Williams is to be congratulated on having produced a 
useful book, especially for the student, and one which may prepare the way 
for a much larger and more exhaustive work. 

PEACOCK, B. MARJORIE. A School and Club Librarians’ Hand- 
book : with notes on rural libraries. 93 pp. 74 in. by 42 in. 
1920. Grafton. Coptic Series. 5s. 0d. net. Cloth. 

Author is assistant, Wallasey. The appearance of a book such as the 
one now before us may be taken as a pleasant sign of the growth of the 
library idea in this country within recent years. Librarianship as most of 
us understand it is now well-supplied with textbooks, but some of these are 
unsuitable for the very small semi-private libraries. The details described 
are too intricate to be readily mastered by the amateur who is often of neces- 
sity placed in charge of these small collections. It is on account of the gap 

thus filled by Miss Peacock’s little book that we are able to recommend it to 
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the notice of librarians, all of whom at one time or another have been 
approached by individuals who have had thrust upon them the duties of a 
librarian, and are utterly at a loss as to the proper means of carrying them 
out satisfactorily. 

In successive sections the author deals briefly and as simply as possible 
with book selection, the acquisition of books, classification, cataloguing, 
circulation (including such things as charging systems, book processes, etc.), 
the preservation of books and binding, furniture, fittings, buildings and 
arrangement, and aids toreaders. The concluding section is on that recent 
and important development of library provision, Rural Libraries, and upon 
which we hope to see a recognized textbook produced before long. 

The book contains illustrations of suggested appliances, and drafts of 
forms that have been proved by experience admirable to serve the purposes 
in mind. 

Altogether we are of opinion that Miss Peacock's book really supplies a 
long felt want, especially, as she points out, as ‘‘it may be expected that in 
the near future school and club libraries will obtain a popularity which they 
have not reached in the past.’’ 


NEW MEMBERS. 


Members: Misses O. M. Marshall; D. M. Beall ; E.D. Andrews (Wood 
Green) ; Messrs. H. E. Roser; F. G. Symonds ; J. H. Wilson ; S. J. Howarth 
(Tottenham) ; Victor Woods (Stoke Newington) ; Charles Shepherd (Cardiff) ; 
G. A. Newland (Stepney) ; J. Kearsley (Poplar). 

Associate : Stanley White (Wiltshire). 


AN ASSISTANT’S IMPRESSIONS 


OF THE NORWICH CONFERENCE OF THE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION, SEPTEMBER 6-10, 1920. 


It was certainly a strange coincidence that, in his Presidential 
Address on the Tuesday morning, Mr. Lewis should say, “ Books 
are more than bricks, and men than mortar,’ for to no Public 
Library that we know are the remarks more applicable than to 
the ancient building of the Norwich Public Library. It is a most 
dismal looking brick edifice, hemmed in by two narrow streets, 
public baths, electricity works and textile factories; yet, when 
one enters the building, the truth of the President’s remark is 
very apparent, for the interior presents a striking contrast to the 
exterior. A printed Roll of Honour, containing over 2,600 names 
of the city’s fallen heroes, advertisements of forthcoming 
University Extension Lectures, and aerial photographs of the city, 
are among the things which catch the eye in passing through the 
hall, and impress on one the fact that here is a live institution. 
Inside one sees an up-to-date open access lending library, and a 
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canvas screen covering the old indicators (which are not yet 
removed), on which is hung an interesting selection of photographs 
illustrating the work of the Norfolk and Norwich Photographic 
Survey, and showing the industries, architecture and passing 
events of the city and county, from the time of the flood (not 
Noah’s, but a local one of 1912) to the present day. On arrival 
at the office, one was requested to sign the delegate’s book, and, 
provided one’s calligraphy was decipherable by the staff, an 
envelope was handed out which contained all the paraphernalia 
required for the Conference; an innovation in the form of a book 
of tickets for all the social functions, each one perforated; a 
numbered button (post-war substitute for an identification disc) 
and a printed list of the delegates, which quite obviated the need 
for formal introductions. Thus one would hear “ Ah! Number 
33. Oh, that’s the venerable chief at........ , past his 
best, poor old chap!” Perhaps Mr. G. would be interested to 
know that his worthy chief’s number was 13! Oh Hull!! Still, 
all this by the way. 


From the point of view of our Association we can claim an 
earlier acquaintance with the President than can our elders of the 
L.A., as he delivered an address at this year’s Annual Meeting. 
At this Conference he remarked that his contact with the 
Association had resulted in the acquisition of a great respect 
and admiration for the Association. | We can only say that such 
respect and admiration was mutual, for whether stating his 
broad-minded views in an address, or distributing cigarettes at the 
garden party at Carrow, he was the same genial British gentleman, 
and the Library Association must deem itself most fortunate in 
having such a distinguished and learned President and friend. 

Perhaps the most interesting subject discussed, from the 
point of view of an assistant, was the question of Rural Libraries, 
a question that should have a great deal to do with extending the 
field for the younger members of the profession at no distant date. 
Lt.-Col. J. M. Mitchell treated the subject from the standpoint of 
the Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees (of which he is the 
Secretary), who are summoning a Conference to discuss further 
this question in London during November; Mr. Tapley-Soper 
spoke on co-operation between urban and rural libraries, and the 
Rev. Basil Yeaxlee on the work which the Y.M.C.A. is doing in 
that direction. The idea of travelling libraries seemed to meet 
with general approval, but we should not care to be the 
Chauffeur-Assistant-in-charge of a motor lorry containing a 
stock of 5,000 volumes—the idea of one of the speakers! 
Unfortunately, the dimensions and horse power of this super-lorry 
were not furnished! 
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It was rather doubtful to the meeting whether Mr. Pacy 
intended his paper, entitled ““ The New Opportunity,” to be treated 
as a humourous contribution. If a census had been taken of faces 
smiling, and faces not smiling, the paper would doubtless go down 
to posterity classed as 827! He is styled in some of the daily 
papers a “ A Champion of Red Tape,” a cause that will find but 
few supporters among those of us with army _ experience! 
We are inclined to agree with Mr. Jast who said “ Red tape is 
not useful to anyone anywhere.” Mr. Jast also said that the real 
opportunity was in an increase of propaganda work, and dare we 
suggest that this remark could be applied to our own Association 
as well ? 


Mr. Bulman Smith contributed an interesting paper on 
“Library work for the Blind,” and in the ensuing debate Mr. 
Shaw hinted that instead of voluntary subscriptions, the National 
Lending Library for the Blind should be supported by a 
proportionate levy on all libraries. Mr. E. W. Hulme dealt with 
the progress of the “Subject Index to Periodicals” since the 
publication of the 1915-16 volume, and he merited the kind 
remarks of the various speakers who praised him for his tenacity 
in ploughing his lonely furrow on so important a task. The 
debate that followed was mainly concerning the financial aspect 
of the work. Mr. Tedder dealt ably with the “ Report of the 
Public Records Commission,” and Mr. Howard of the Board of 
Education, was down to read a paper on “ Regional Survey Work 
in Schools and how the Public Library may assist.”” His opening 
words, “I have not come here,” were truer than he intended them 
to be, as he was, unfortunately, prevented from being present as 
a result of a motor accident! To those assistants who work in 
libraries possessing Local Collections, we should like to mention 
that Mr. Stephen was down to read a paper on “ Norfolk 
3ibliography,” which was crowded out. This will appear in the 
Record in due course, and should prove of interest, as it has been 
compiled with special reference to his large local collection, and 
has a tentative scheme of classification among its contents. 
Among the other papers, mention need only be made of the 
subjects treated. They include: “The Public Libraries Act, 
1919”; “ The Library Situation in Scotland” ; “ The Type of a 
Public Library,” and “ The Central Library for Students.”” Why 
were the Vice-Presidents so retiring in the business programme 
of the Conference ? 


We cannot, of course, say whether the Conference will go 
down in the Association’s annals as a noteworthy one, but if it 
does, the probability is that the social events connected with it 
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will occupy a conspicuous place. We have only space to 
mention very briefly some of the good things which were included 
in the social arrangements. 


Monday evening was devoted to a reception by the Local 
Reception Committee, the chief points of which were the 
distribution of a dainty box of chocolates to each delegate (the 
gift of the local firm of Caley & Son), and a unique performance 
of “The Comedy of Errors” by the Norwich Players, a local 
dramatic company who have received high praise outside local 
circles, and who maintain that “the paraphernalia of the 
commercial playhouse is not merely unnecessary, but inimical to 
intelligent acting.”” On Tuesday evening the Lord Mayor and the 
Lady Mayoress were the hosts at their house, “ The Plantation.” 
A most enjoyable evening was spent there, with a splendid 
orchestra, English folk dances by children, a quartette party who 
sang with fine effect from odd corners of the grounds, a lantern 
lecture by Mr. Peake on the history and beauties of the district, 
and refreshments served on the non-safeguarded open access 
system. The one blot on the delegates’ evening in what the 
President rightly termed “ fairyland,” was the fact that the 
refreshment marquee could only be reached by crossing over a 
rustic bridge with somewhat limited structural solidity, which 
necessitated the “ heavyweights of the north” crossing in small 
parties. Wednesday was fully occupied by visits to the old 
Cathedral (and a pilgrimage to Nurse Cavell’s grave), and Carrow 
Abbey, where tea was served and the remains of a Benedictine 
Priory established in 1146 were inspected, and a concert at the 
Castle during the evening. Thursday evening, as usual, was 
given up to the Conference Dinner, but why were the speeches 
allowed to drag on till 11 p.m.? The grand finale was the 
Friday, which was spent in a day’s excursion to the Broads 
(including a visit to Woodbastwick Hall, by invitation of the High 
Sheriff), a day which should live long in the memory of those 
who had not previously visited this beautiful district. The 
arrangements worked very smoothly, and when “ Au revoir” was 
said to those members who were keeping in the train en route for 
London and the South, universal satisfaction was expressed with 
a very enjoyable week, assisted in no small degree by the perfect 
weather which can make or mar the most skilfully engineered 
plans, even when organised by such a person as the City 
Librarian of Norwich! 


It is not my place to render thanks to those responsible for 
such a splendid round of social functions, but I can honestly say 
that it is the best Conference I have ever attended. (It is the 
only one !—Ed.) Ubique. 
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To Librarians and Assistants in Charge. 
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JUVENILES (15,000 difterent titles), and in making our reports we give full 
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